
   
 

   

 

                

 
 

For Immediate Release    

Tuesday, September 7, 2021    

 

Lawsuit Filed Challenging New Texas 

Law Targeting Voting Rights 
 

Today, the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF), Reed Smith LLP, and 

The Arc filed a federal lawsuit on behalf of the Houston Area Urban League, Houston 

Justice, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., and The Arc of Texas challenging S.B. 1, a new 

Texas law targeting voting rights.  S.B. 1 includes a series of suppressive voting-related 

provisions that will make it much harder for Texas residents to vote and disenfranchise 

some altogether, particularly Black and Latino voters and voters with disabilities. 

 
The lawsuit, which was filed in the United States District Court for the Southern District of 

Texas, argues that S.B. 1 violates the First, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments of the 

United States Constitution and Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act by intentionally 

targeting and burdening methods and means of voting used by voters of color.  

 
The Plaintiffs also claim that the law violates the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Section 208 of the Voting Rights Act by imposing 

voting barriers that will discriminate against voters with disabilities and deny people with 

disabilities full and equal opportunities to participate in the state’s voting programs.  

 

The lawsuit challenges multiple provisions in SB 1, including: 

 

• Limitations on early voting hours and a ban on 24-hour voting. 

• The elimination of drive-thru voting centers. 

• The prohibition of mail-in ballot drop-boxes. 

• Limitations on the distribution of mail-in ballot applications. 

• Limitations and possible penalties for voter assistants, including criminal felonies. 

 

Read the lawsuit challenging S.B. 1. 

 

“Despite Texas legislators’ repeated and disingenuous attempts to cite ‘voter fraud’ as their 

reasoning for implementing S.B. 1, it is clear as day that this law was created to suppress 

votes,” said LDF Assistant Counsel Georgina Yeomans. “Rather than expand voting access, 
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elected officials are making it harder for Texans to vote – especially voters of color, who will 

be disproportionately burdened. S.B. 1 was intentionally designed to have that effect.”  

 

“Democracy should make it easier for eligible voters to vote, not harder,” said Ken 

Broughton, managing partner of Reed Smith’s Houston office. “Democracy should also 

increase voter turnout, not inhibit it. This legislation will prevent many qualified voters 

from voting because these laws are anti-voter.” 

 
“Voter suppression is a disability rights issue. People with disabilities have the 

fundamental right to vote and participate in our democracy, but this right has too often 

been denied. S.B. 1 disenfranchises voters with disabilities and denies them equal access to 

voting in violation of federal disability rights laws,” said Shira Wakschlag, Senior Director, 

Legal Advocacy & General Counsel at The Arc. 

 
“The Houston Area Urban League a long history of supporting the disenfranchised. Any law 

that makes it harder for them to have their voices heard under the cloak of rampant voter 

fraud is disingenuous and contrary to our democracy,” said Houston Area Urban League 

President and CEO Judson Robinson III. 

 

“The law at its core is anti-democratic and clearly designed to suppress the vote,” said Tina 

Kingshill, Coordinating Director of Houston Justice. “It will further hinder voting rights of 

low-income, pre-trial defendants of color unable to post bail who comprise over 70% of local 

and county jail populations. By prohibiting the expenditure of public funds to facilitate 

third-party distribution of applications to vote by mail, the law burdens non-profit voter 

outreach organizations with funding the printing costs of the applications. Many 

organizations will not have the funds for printing, so essentially the right to request and 

cast a ballot while incarcerated is taken away.” 

 

“Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. has been fighting for the rights of all U.S. citizens to vote 

for 108 years.  It is our honor and responsibility to continue the fight against oppressive 

voting laws started by our Founders,” said Delta Sigma Theta President and CEO Beverly 

E. Smith. “S.B. 1 directly threatens the right to vote of over 20,000 members of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority and their family and friends in Texas, and we are committed to fight against 

S.B. 1 on their behalf." 

 

"Texas voters with disabilities are proud to participate in the democratic process and 

deserve equitable access to the polls, not more barriers," said The Arc of Texas CEO 

Jennifer Martinez. "Unfortunately, these same Texans are accustomed to fighting for their 

civil rights and must continue to do so against the latest voter-suppression measures 

passed by the Texas Legislature.” 

 

Texas is among more than 40 other states that have enacted legislative efforts to 

substantially restrict voting access.  LDF and The Arc are also involved in litigation 

challenging Georgia’s restrictive voting law that also discriminates against voters of color 

and voters with disabilities. Read more here. 

 

About LDF 

 
Founded in 1940, the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF) is the 

nation’s first civil and human rights law organization. LDF has been completely separate 
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from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) since 

1957—although LDF was originally founded by the NAACP and shares its commitment to 

equal rights. LDF’s Thurgood Marshall Institute is a multi-disciplinary and collaborative 

hub within LDF that launches targeted campaigns and undertakes innovative research to 

shape the civil rights narrative. In media attributions, please refer to us as the NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund or LDF. Follow LDF on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. 
 

About Reed Smith  

 
Reed Smith is a dynamic international law firm dedicated to helping clients move their 

businesses forward. With an inclusive culture and innovative mindset, we deliver smarter, 

more creative legal services that drive better outcomes for our clients. Our deep industry 

knowledge, long-standing relationships and collaborative structure make us the go-to 

partner for complex disputes, transactions, and regulatory matters. Now celebrating more 

than 140 years of service, our firm spans 30 offices with 3,000 people, including 1,700 

lawyers. For more information, please visit www.reedsmith.com. 

 
About The Arc 
 

The Arc is the largest national community-based organization advocating for and serving 

people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) and their families. In 

partnership with its network of more than 600 chapters across the country, including The 

Arc of Texas, The Arc works to promote and protect the rights of people with IDD to live, 

work, and learn in the community free from discrimination. To learn more, visit 

www.thearc.org. 

 
 

CONTACT: 

 

LDF Media 

212-965-2200 / media@naacpldf.org 

 

Reed Smith 

Brad Wise 

925-588-4744 / brad@newspros.com  
 
The Arc 

Kristen McKiernan 

202-534-3712 / mckiernan@thearc.org 
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